LESSON4eDecember26 : : : : ::::::::3::::::::: Based on Matthew 2:1-12

Just Ones
Worship The
Baby King

What’s It All About?

Kale’s grandmother was very sick and would be in the hospital
through the Christmas holiday. What was worse was that the
hospital had severely limited the number of visitors. His parents
had missed the deadline to sign up for Christmas visits. The
thought of his grandmother being alone on Christmas worried
him. The family had called and spoken with Grandma over the
phone, but it wasn’t the same as seeing her.

Kale couldn’t take it any longer. The hospital was within walking distance from Kale’s house. While everyone
was busy socializing, he sneaked out of the house, tucking the present he had for Grandma underneath his coat.

So as not to cause alarm, Kale waited until he saw a family walking in and quickly followed behind them,
as if he belonged with them. He then located his grandmother’s room and walked in.

“Kale!” she said, as her face lit up when she saw him. “What are you doing here?”

He pulled the gift from underneath his coat. “I had to come see you. Here, this is for you.”

“Oh, Kale. Thank you. But you shouldn’t have come by yourself..” She tried to sound like she was scolding
him, but her smile gave away her joy. She did make him call his parents so they wouldn’t worry.

“Son, you really should not have left without anyone knowing,” his father said. “Although I’'m glad Mama
isn’t alone on Christmas, | guess you knew the hospital limiting visitors today was wrong, just like the wise men
knew King Herod’s intentions toward Jesus were wrong. | don’t condone disobedience, but | do understand.”

“May | stay here with Grandma for a while?” Kale asked his dad.

His dad laughed. “Call me when you're ready, and I'll come get you since it’s too cold out now.”

The wise men took a risk by disobeying King Herod. Kale also took a risk by sneaking out to see his
grandmother. Were the risks worth it? Why?

Learning From God

The people of Judea were in great need of leadership and deliverance from
the evil surrounding them. When they found out the One True King was born,
they sought Him. To show their gratitude and respect, they traveled far and
brought great riches to Jesus as a blessed offering. The wise men chose not
to obey Herod’s directive to return, choosing instead to follow God’s leading.

Matthew 2:1-12, NIV—After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during
the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked,
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this
he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests




and teachers of the law, he asked them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,”
they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6 “/But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of
you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people
Israel.”” 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and
found out from them the exact time the star had
appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said,
“Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as
you find him, report to me, so that | too may go
and worship him.” 9 After they had heard the king,
they went on their way, and the star they had seen
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over
the place where the child was. 10 When they saw
the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and
they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they
returned to their country by another route.

What | Have Learned

Read Matthew 2:1-12 then fill in the missing words
in the sentences below.

1. In what town was Jesus born?

2. From what direction did they come?
3. What evil ruler grew jealous and frightened of

Jesus’ birth?

4. What object guided the wise men and their caravan

to Jesus?

5. Name three of the gifts given to Jesus as an offering

by the wise men.

6. Who warned the wise men to go home a different

route to protect them from Herod?

True Or False
i It was prophesied that Jesus would be born

the King of Israel.

2. Herod was pleased of Jesus’ birth and
wanted to bless Him in person.

3 The wise men were so tired from their trip
and slept after arriving at Jesus” house.

4. Today’s lesson comes from the book of Mark.

3. Frankincense and myrrh are types of money.

6. The wise men brought chests full of gold.

Keep In Mind

“On coming to the house, they saw the
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. Then they opened
their treasures and presented him with gifts

of gold, frankincense and myrrh”
(Matthew 2:11, NIV).

Choosing What’s Best

Despite who you are or where you come from,
the titles you have earned or how much money you
have, God is still worthy of your praise and worship
every day. Not because He will “give you things,” but
for who He is and what He has done. The wise men
gave respect and worship to Jesus because He was
the fulfillment of prophecies and knew He was their
Savior and King.

Is Jesus your Savior? If not and you want Him to
be, let your teacher know so he or she can pray with
you. Say a prayer thanking Him for all He has done
for you.

Doing My Part

One way the wise men worshiped Jesus was
through gifts. You can give Jesus your time, talent, and
treasure as worship. The most important component
is making sure that you give Him your heart. Think of
a way that you can worship Jesus this week with what
you have to give.
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