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What’s It All About?

This Saturday, Maria and her family were volunteering
at a disaster relief organization. Her mother always said,
as Christians, they should do their part by helping those in
need. In their efforts to be more Christlike, they showed
love, care, and support for other people. They volunteered
at least one Saturday each month. Maria had gotten to
know some of the regular workers and volunteers, so she
always looked forward to seeing them. This Saturday, she
walked in and immediately spotted Gabby Watts, the
school bully. Maria’s enthusiasm immediately faded.

Why was Gabby here?

The volunteers were split into groups for different tasks. Maria and Gabby ended up in the same group,
sorting donated clothes. They worked in silence until Gabby suddenly yelled out in pain. There was a sharp
object mixed in with the clothes, and Gabby’s hand was now bleeding. Without thinking, Maria ran over to
Gabby and wrapped her hand with one of the garments and led her to the first aid station where she started
cleaning Gabby’s wound until an adult arrived to take over. Gabby continued to cry, and for some reason,
Maria felt compassion for her. Gabby had never been nice to her.

Before Maria left for the day, Gabby came up and hugged her. Maria was shocked. Gabby said, “Thank you
for helping me. | am sorry | was mean to you at school.” Maria smiled as they parted ways.

That night, Maria told her family what happened with Gabby. Maria’s mother was proud of her for choosing
to show mercy to Gabby, even though they did not have the best relationship.

Do you think Maria did right by helping Gabby? Would you have done the same thing if someone you did
not get along with needed your help?

Learning From God

We are all created by God and should treat each other with kindness and
respect. We should not show favoritism in justice and mercy. Each of us has a
duty to be honest and care for everyone, no matter the circumstance.

Exodus 23:1-12, NIV—“Do not spread false reports. Do not help a guilty
person by being a malicious witness. 2 “Do not follow the crowd in doing
wrong. When you give testimony in a lawsuit, do not pervert justice by siding
with the crowd, 3 and do not show favoritism to a poor person in a lawsuit.
4 “If you come across your enemy’s ox or donkey wandering off, be sure to
return it. 5 If you see the donkey of someone who hates you fallen down
under its load, do not leave it there; be sure you help them with it. 6 “Do not deny justice to your poor
people in their lawsuits. 7 Have nothing to do with a false charge and do not put an innocent or honest
person to death, for | will not acquit the guilty. 8 “Do not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds those who see and




twists the words of the innocent. 9 “Do not oppress
a foreigner; you yourselves know how it feels to be
foreigners, because you were foreigners in Egypt. 10
“For six years you are to sow your fields and harvest
the crops, 11 but during the seventh year let the land
lie unplowed and unused. Then the poor among your
people may get food from it, and the wild animals
may eat what is left. Do the same with your vineyard
and your olive grove. 12 “Six days do your work, but
on the seventh day do not work, so that your ox and
your donkey may rest, and so that the slave born in
your household and the foreigner living among you
may be refreshed.

What | Have Learned

Review Exodus 23:1-12. Read the phrases below,
then match them with the verse that it came from by
writing the corresponding letter in the blank provided.

. "'.I will not acquit the A. Exodus 23:2
guilty.
2. Do not follow the

. ) B. Exodus 23:11
crowd in doing wrong.

3. Do not accept a bribe,
for a bribe blinds those
who see and twists the
words of the innocent.

C. Exodus 23:1

4, ...but on the seventh

day do not work D. Exodus 23:7

5. Do not spread false E Exodus 23:5
reports.
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thou shalt let it rest. G. Exodus 23:12

8.____ ... be sure you help

them with it. H. Exodus 23:9

Keep In Mind

“Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong. When
you give testimony in a lawsuit, do not pervert
justice by siding with the crowd, and do not
show favoritism to a poor person in a lawsuit”
(Exodus 23:2-3, NIV).

Choosing What’s Best

Reflect on what you have done in the past. Have
you ever lied to cover for someone? Has someone
ever promised you or given you something so you
would take their side? Have you ever done something
wrong because everyone else did? Why is it wrong to
do these things? Take a moment and answer: What
can you do, going forward to change any negative
behavior?

Doing My Part

In the coming week, practice being honest and
caring in your own home. If you see a family member
struggling with something, offer to help. If you see
something that needs to be done, do it without being
asked. Ask a parent if you can sit down as a family
and come up with ways to help people in need, like
volunteering somewhere nearby.





