
LESSON l • December 12 : . . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . : : Based on 2 Samuel 9: 1-7, 9-12 

ShowinS 
Kindness 
What's It All About? 

"Today you become secret agents," said Mr. Lyons, 
laughing as he passed out disguises of plastic glasses 
with mustaches and noses. The Juniors giggled. "Do 
you remember the promise we made last spring to 
Pastor Jones? We promised to complete service projects 

this year. Now, secret agents never break a promise, so 
we need to decide what to do! Today is the first day 
of detective work. This week find people who need 
kindness. Scope out situations where we can make a 

difference. Jot your ideas down in your handy secret agent notebook. Be ready to report back next week." 
Rachelle and Rashad picked up a notepad and pen as they left the classroom. "Mr. Lyons is so much 

fun. We need ideas," Rachelle said. The twins agreed to work together. First, they thought of five people 
to interview. Then they talked with their parents. Finally, they made lists of their talents. On Tuesday, they 

excitedly told Grandma Henderson during their weekly video chat. 

A week later in Bible class ... 
Rachelle and Rashad beamed while reporting their discoveries. "This is so cool," Rashad said. "Our 

grandma lives in Florida. We video chat every Tuesday." 
Rachelle interrupted, "Anyway, when we told Grandma about our detective assignment, she said a 

Junior in her church 'adopted' her as his local grandma. He sends Grandma cards. He also visits, just like 
a real grandson. He treats her like he would if we lived closer. Rashad and I decided we'd like to adopt 
a grandma from our church!" 

"Great idea!" said Mr. Lyons as he listed ideas on the board. He wrote quickly: yard work, bake cookies, 
clean the church sanctuary, collect toys. 

"You exceeded all my expectations!" Mr. Lyons said. "I'm proud of you. We will keep our promise to 

Pastor Jones and have helpful fun at the same time!" 
Why did Mr. Lyons want to keep his promise to Pastor Jones? If you were in Rachelle and Rashad's class, 

what might be on your list? 

Learning From God 
Years before this Scripture, David made two promises, found in 1 Samuel 20

and 24. He and his best friend Jonathan made a covenant to always care for 
each other's families. David also promised King Saul that he would save his 
family after his death. David remembered his promises. He researched how to 
show kindness to Saul's family and keep his word. 

2 Samuel 9:1-7, 9-12, NIV-David asked, "Is there anyone still left of 
the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan's sake?" 2 Now 
there was a servant of Saul's household named Ziba. They summoned him 
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to appear before David, and the king said to him, 
"Are you Ziba?" "At your service," he replied. 3 The 
king asked, "Is there no one still alive from the house 
of Saul to whom I can show God's kindness?" Ziba 
answered the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan; 
he is lame in both feet." 4 "Where is he?" the king 
asked. Ziba answered, "He is at the house of Makir 
son of Ammiel in Lo Debar." 5 So King David had 
him brought from Lo Debar, from the house of Makir 
son of Ammiel. 

{Vv. 1-5 King David kept his promise. It took effort 
on his part to find any of Saul's remaining family 
members.] 

6 When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son 
of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay 
him honor. David said, "Mephibosheth!" "At your 
service," he replied. 7 "Don't be afraid," David said 
to him, "for I will surely show you kindness for the 
sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all 
the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and 
you will always eat at my table." 

{Vv. 6-7 Mephibosheth might have feared the king 
who conquered Saul.] 

9 Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul's steward, 
and said to him, "I have given your master's grandson 
everything that belonged to Saul and his family. 10 
You and your sons and your servants are to farm 
the land for him and bring in the crops, so that 
your master's grandson may be provided for. And 
Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always 
eat at my table." (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and 
twenty servants.) 11 Then Ziba said to the king, "Your 
servant will do whatever my lord the king commands 
his servant to do." So Mephibosheth ate at David's 
table like one of the king's sons. 12 Mephibosheth 
had a young son named Mika, and all the members 
of Ziba's household were servants of Mephibosheth. 

{Vv. 9-12 Instead of hurting Mephibosheth, David 
honored him for the rest of his life.] 

What I Have Learned 
Unscramble the words. Then, retell today's Scripture 

using these unscrambled words. 

1. viadd

2. luas

3. biaz

4. nojanaht

5. phmeobihtehs

6. nikdssen

7. tae

Keep In Mind 
✓✓David asked, ✓,s there anyone still left

of the house of Saul to whom I can show 

kindness for Jonathan's sake?'" 

(2 Samuel 9:1, NIV). 

Choosing What's Best 
Sometimes people make promises without seriously 

thinking. Other promises are more intentional, like 
marriage vows, adoption, baptism, or other pledges. 

Answer these questions about your experiences 
with promises. 

Name a promise you made, or a promise someone 

made to you: _____________ _ 

Was the promise kept? Circle: Yes or No 

What is the value (or importance) of keeping 

promises? 

Based on today's Scripture, what will you think 

about the next time you make a promise? ___ _ 

Doing My Part 
How can you show compassion and kindness like 

the twins did in today's story? How can you fulfill 
promises you already made as David did? In the 
space below, print the names of people to whom 
you will intentionally show kindness or fulfill overdue 
promises this week. Explain what you will do. 




