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Preparing by
Modifying Our
Direction

What’s It All About?

Emily laid in bed, thinking about what happened last
week.

“Uh-oh, look out!” warned her big sister Jackie.
Everyone had been able to jump out of the way before
the tree fell. “We’'ll never get this tree to stand up,”
moaned Jackie. “And now the lights are smashed!”

Mom had given a surprisingly calming smile. “Don‘t
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give up so quickly!” she suggested.
“Mama! Jackie! Emily! Look at these cookies! Aren’t they the most bee-u-tee-ful Christmas cookies you've
ever seen? | decorated them all by myself!” Mona, their little sister, had proudly announced.
“Yes, they look marvelous,” replied Mama. “Now that you’re done with the cookies, why don't you help
- us? Please get my phone and start the gospel Christmas carols station. Your sisters need their spirits lifted as
we try and get this tree upright again.”
“What'’s the point, Mama?” Jackie asked. Emily had wondered the same thing but didn't say it. “Christmas
~ isn’t about a tree, it’s about Jesus.”
“You are absolutely right!” Mama stated. “We put up the tree in preparation for Christmas. For me, it’s a
. reminder of what this season means—that Jesus came to earth knowing that He would die for us. We don't

worship the tree. We worship Him. We use this tree as preparation for commemorating the day that we
celebrate His birth.”

As Emily reflected on the events of last week, she smiled. Mama had been right. Listening to the Christmas
songs prepared their minds to have a better perspective about propping the tree up again. They eventually
got the tree to stand upright. Every day, Mama took the time to remind them of their upcoming celebration.

What does your family do to prepare for Christmas? Are there new ideas that you can introduce to your
family? If so, be sure to share your ideas with your family members.
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Learning From God

Today’s Scripture describes the preparations one man made for the ministry
of Jesus. This man wished to draw the people’s attention away from the hustle
and bustle of the city, so he chose a quiet and less distracting place. He also
wished to draw their attention away from the materialism and gluttony that
were so common. Rather than wearing expensive clothing and feasting on
fancy foods, he chose a different way to live. His lifestyle and words were how
he prepared people’s minds and spirits to hear Jesus” message.

Matthew 3:1-12, NIV—In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in
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' the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is
he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare
the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.””
4 John's clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he
had a leather belt around his waist. His food was
locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him
from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region
of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River. 7 But when he
'~ saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to
where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming
wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.
- 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, “We
have Abraham as our father.” | tell you that out of
these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.
10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and
every tree that does not produce good fruit will be
cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 “I baptize you
with water for repentance. But after me comes one
who is more powerful than I, whose sandals | am not
worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand,
and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his
wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with
unguenchable fire.”

What | Have Learned

Fill in the blanks below based on today’s Scripture.

' Keep In Mihd

“Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him”
(from Matthew 3:3, NIV).

Choosing What’s Best

Only you know if your heart is prepared to receive
Jesus as your Lord and Savior. Reflect on your
readiness to believe and follow Him. Repent of any
sins that you have committed. If you already have
received Jesus, thank Him for loving and forgiving
you unconditionally. If you want to start following
Him today, speak with your teacher, who will lead
you in a prayer of salvation.

Doing My Part

This week, witness to someone by sharing with
them the story of Jesus’ birth. Be sure to tell them
why His birth is important to you. Also, share how
you celebrated Christmas. Ask how they celebrated.
Think of things that you have learned and can share
with others about celebrating Jesus’ birth.
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1. John the Baptist preached from the
in Jerusalem.
2. John the Baptist wore hair
and leather.
3. John the Baptist ate and
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